ASHE HOUSE

given.1 We therefore offer the evidence from the parish
register of St. Michael's, Musbury, in facsimile. The infant
was baptized in the tiny private chapel of Ashe House seven
days later.

[John the sonne of Mr Winston Churchill^
born the z6 day of 'May ', 1650.]
The first ten years of his life were lived in the harsh con-
ditions which have been suggested. We are here in the
region of surmise. Facts are vague and few ; but it seems
easy to believe that the child grew up in a home where
wants were often denied, and feelings and opinions had
nearly always to be repressed. Public affairs marched for-
ward, and their course was viewed at Ashe from standpoints
separated by deep and living antagonisms. Blood and cruel
injuries lay between those who gathered around the table.
Outraged faith, ruined fortunes, and despairing loyalties
were confronted by resolute, triumphant rebellion, and both
were bound together by absolute dependence. It would be
strange indeed if the children were not conscious of the chasm
between their elders ; if they never saw resentment on the
one side, or felt patronage from the other ; if they were never
reminded that it was to their grandmother's wisdom and
faithful championship of the cause of Parliament they owed
the bread they ate. It would be strange if the ardent Cavalier
then in his prime, poring over his books of history and
heraldry, watching with soured eyes the Lord Protector's
victories over the Dutch or the Spaniards and the grand
position to which England seemed to have been raised by
this arch-wrongdoer, and dreaming of a day when the King
1 B.g., by Sir John Fortescue, Marlborougb (1932). Lord Wolseley reproduces the
catty of John's baptism from St. Mary's, Axminster, and erroneously implies that
there is no record at Musbury of his birth.
27